
Governor’s Family Violence Council Meeting
Staffed by the Governor’s Office of Crime Prevention, Youth, and Victim Services

Wednesday, January 6, 2021
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Meeting Minutes

Participating Members:
Jeanne Yeager, Chair
Dorothy Lennig, Esq., Vice-Chair
Lillian Agbeyegbe
Barbara Darley for V. Glenn Fueston, Jr.
Jessica Dickerson for Secretary Sam Abed
Maisha DouyonCover for Secretary Robert Neall
Debbie Feinstein, Esq.
Lt. Diane Hansen for Superintendent Colonel Woodrow W. Jones III
Jennifer Pollitt-Hill
Lisae Jordan, Esq. for Delegate Kriselda Valderrama
Michael Lore for Senator Susan Lee
John McGinnis for Secretary Karen Salmon
Marcia Morris for Secretary Lourdes Padilla
Lisa Nitsch
Manuel Ruiz
Stacey Rice, Esq.
Laure Ruth, Esq.
David Shultie
Neshanna Turner
Anne Weatherholt
Carrie Williams, Esq. for Attorney General Brian Frosh
David Wolinski for Secretary Robert Green

Guests:
Stephanie Erdice, Maryland Coalition Against Sexual Assault
Wendy Lee, Baltimore City Visitation Center
Amelia Rubenstein, SAFE Center for Human Trafficking Survivors
Melanie Shapiro, Maryland Network Against Domestic Violence

Governor’s Office of Crime Prevention, Youth, and Victim Services Staff:
Rebecca Allyn
Heather Amador
Erica Hiner

I. Welcome & Roll Call
The meeting was called to order at approximately 10:02 a.m. Ms. Allyn conducted a roll call and
guests introduced themselves.



II. Approval of Minutes
Minutes from the October 2020 Council meeting were provided to members and guests. Ms.
Lennig made a motion to approve the minutes; Ms. Nitsch seconded the motion. All members
were in favor and the minutes were approved.

III. Governor's Office of Crime Prevention, Youth, and Victim Services Grant Updates
The Office received over $40 million in requests for the Coronavirus Emergency Supplemental
Fund grant, with only $10 million available and awarded. More information on the funding can
be found here.

Notice of Funding Availability (NOFAs) for state grants will be released in the spring, including
the Maryland Victims of Crime program and the Legal Services for Crime Victims program.
These grants are overseen by the Board, and members will need to assist with reviewing
applications for both grant programs in late April.

IV. Human Trafficking Presentation
Ms. Rubenstein provided members and guests with a presentation on the intersection of human
trafficking and intimate partner violence, noting both are a form of control, where human
trafficking includes coercion, manipulation, and fraud.

V. Workgroup Updates
a. Intimate Partner Violence and Pregnancy

Ms. Allyn shared that the workgroup met yesterday and members discussed looking at
Maryland Maternal Mortality Review Committee recommendations and Child Fatality
Review Team recommendations around intimate partner violence and pregnancy. The
Workgroup will meet again prior to the next Council meeting.

b. Fingerprinting in Domestic Violence Cases
A meeting is being scheduled with the Department of Public Safety and Correctional
Services to discuss options for fingerprinting oversight.

c. Abuse Intervention Program (AIP) Certification Review Process
The 2021 AIP Certification application will be posted in February and due in April.*
House of Ruth Maryland is hosting an AIP training in February. The Maryland Network
Against Domestic Violence will be holding their comprehensive intimate partner violence
training in March. These training meet the AIP training certification requirements.
Details will be shared with members following the meeting.

Ms. Allyn was contacted by the Abused Persons Program (APP) regarding their AIP.
APP contracts out their AIP services, previously J&E Associates. The Baltimore Therapy
Center will now be providing the AIP services at APP. The same AIP staff from J&E
Associates were hired by the Baltimore Therapy Center. They are essentially new hires
but have been contracted by APP for years. APP was inquiring if these staff would
qualify as the grandfather clause for certification training requirements. Council members

http://goccp.maryland.gov/governors-office-of-crime-prevention-youth-and-victim-services-awards-10-million-in-new-federal-funds-dedicated-to-addressing-coronavirus-impact/


agreed that these staff would fall into that category, and a letter along with their resumes
should be submitted with the recertification application.

There are approximately six programs that require site visits in 2021. The Workgroup
will look at conducting site visits during the summer.

VI. Legislation
Mr. Lore shared that the Maryland State’s Attorneys’ Assocation is putting forward several bills
that Senator Susan Lee will be sponsoring around child custody, and child abuse and neglect.
Members discussed legislation to increase funding for the Maryland Legal Services Corporation.
Next week there is a hearing for a bill to eliminate marriage as a defense to rape. Ms. Ruth will
send the bill info to Ms. Allyn for Council consideration for a support letter.

VII. Old/New Business
Ms. Feinstein will be participating in a webinar on the implementation of the new strangulation
law, lethality risks associated with non-fatal strangulation, signs and symptoms of strangulation,
and available community resources. The webinar will be coordinated by the House of Ruth
Maryland, and held on January 26 through Zoom. Ms. Feinstein will share the webinar
information with Ms. Allyn to share with members.

Ms. Jordan shared the Maryland Coalition Against Sexual Assault’s legislative reception will be
held on January 26 through Zoom.

VIII. Adjournment
Ms. Ruth made a motion to adjourn the meeting; Ms. Yeager seconded the motion.The meeting
was adjourned at approximately 11:26 a.m.

*Update since meeting: The AIP certification application will be posted in April and due in July.

NEXT MEETING:
Wednesday, April 14, 2021 at 10:00 a.m.

Meeting ID: meet.google.com/jbj-akst-xrg
Phone Number: 1 440-462-3088

PIN: 799 671 302#

http://meet.google.com/jbj-akst-xrg

